LEGAL AGE.	/I
marriage, being merely tolerated, had not all the effects
.and consequences of a perfectly valid marriage. (l)
3.   LEGAL AGE.
a.   AT  WHAT AGE   MARRIAGE   IS   LAWFUL.
§ 35,
Iii the ethical teachings of the Talmud the age of
eighteen years is fixed as the proper period of entering
the state of married life. (2) Certain considerations, how-
ever, rendered it advisable to permit marriage to take
place at a still earlier period. (3)
The legal age for contracting a valid marriage is,
according to the Talmudical Law, the age of puberty,
which, in general, is assumed to be the completed thir-
teenth year in males and the completed twelfth year in
females. (4) A marriage contracted by minors under that
age is void. (5)
 (1)	Talmud Yebamoth, p. 1126; Maim. Ishuth IV- 9; E. H. XLIV. 1.
The laws of modern States declare such persons competent to contract
a" valid marriage.—Some learned rabbis of our time are of the opinion
that the provisions of the Talraudic Law in this respect can not apply
to the deaf and dumb of our days, who are for the most part well edu-
cated in the institutions established for this purpose, where they become
•enabled to communicate their ideas in writing, as well as in audible
words.   See the articles on this subject by A. hochmuth, leopold
loew, M. duschak and S   back, in Ben Chananja I., p. 374 sq.;
4.65 sq.; II. p. 79 sq.
 (2)	Aboth V. 13.
 (3)	Talmud Yebamoth 62; sKiddushin 29.
 (4)	Tal. Nidda, p. 44; Maim. Ishuth II. 1, 10.
(5)	Kidd. 50; Maim. Ishuth IV. 7; Eben Ha-Ezer XLIII. 1.
According to the common law of this country, no persons are capable
of binding themselves in marriage until they have arrived at the age
of consent, which is fixed at fourteen in males and twelve in females.
This law was no doubt borrowed from the Roman Law, which estab-
lished the periods of twelve and fourteen as the competent age of con-
sent to reader the marriage contract binding. Kent's Com. II. 78.

